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HEADQUAKTERS FOR THE NATIONAL
TRIBUNE,

We have secured room 135, Hollenden
Hotel, Cleveland, Ohio, for the headquur-
ters of Tue NAaTioxaL TRIBUNE
during ihe National Eneampment. This
is directly across the hall from the Na-
tionsl Hendguarters of the G. A. R, W. |
R. C., and Ladies of the G. A. R, and all
comrades are invited to make use of il.l
+ They can mnke appoiniments to meet their |
friends there, direct their mail to be sent
there, and otherwise make it their con- |
venienee, We shall be glad to meet there
all the readers of the paper.

— |.l
AFIELD WITH CROCKER'S BRIGADE. |

|

By David M. Strain, Co. B, 15th Jowa.

This is & simple narrative of the every-
day doings of this famous brignde, which
was composed of smne of the best l;.','iﬂ.'i
ing regiments in the magnificent Aviny of
the Tennessie.

e |

PORT HUDSON: |

A Reminiscence of the Civil War. |
By Col. Prentiss Ingraham,

This is a tribute by a gallant Confed- |
erate officer, who was among the defend- |
ers of Port Hudson, to the brave boys |
in blue who besivged that place, and par-
ticularly to those who formed the cele-
brated Forlorn Hope. It will appear in
gn early numbér of The National Tri-
bune.

A bridge-builder is always tried by his
piers.

Mg, Evaxs's gossip-hunting spies cost

the Treasury $400,000 a year.
—

FEN. MILES'S visit to West Poinot was a
rude jolt to many of the cadets, in show-
fug a really great seldier whko never wus
in the Academy. g

WHo says that it will take ages to
Amerieanize the islands? The Portwo
Ricans are already giving up cock-fight-
ing for buse-ball,

So far Fighting Bill Chandler seems
to be satisfied with the koock-out he has '
given Fighting Bob Evans, and Evans
isn't saying a word.

-

Mr. Evaxs pays $2,000 a year each to
men to prowl around neighborboods and
try to collect gossip to serve as o pretext
for taking $2 & week from some poor old
widow.

Evex California is iovading Europe
with her oranges, lemous, prunes, apples
and pears, “which arrive there in better
shape, and costing less than the Freoch,

Bpanish and Italian.
THE croiser

Cleveland, soon to _be|
Iaunched, is named after the metropolis|
of Oblio, and pot the bkeavy-tonnage |
Harveyized-nickel Statesman  who
twice ’resident of the United States,

Me. LEappeaTer is a Councilman of
Alexandria, Va. Of course, if he must
beat sowmething lead is much better th:m|
his wife and children. But why not|
change his name a litte and lesd better
lite? '

NEW York continues to be very well sat- |
fafied with the operation of Ler inheritance
tax, which seetns to be s fair, just, and
well-working a rev & EyEtem
devised. The State Treasury will receive

i us can be

the lote millionaire dentist, Evaus,

I used to be said that it cost us $10,000
for every ludiau killed.

000 g day. The net results of last week's
operaticus were
business proposition we seem to have al-

ways been fur nhead of the Dritish.
-

THE German pewspapers report a hud!

of

fattack wouth disease in Count V
Wauldersce, sinee bis retarn from China.

they weed lo import the American term
“blowhard™ to properly characterize his
big storiex of very small deeds,
-
Ir Senator Tiilman is so certnin that
the “whiles are zoing to remuain on top,
In spite of the devil,” why is he so afraid
to have the negroes learn useful trades?
It the
top-layer, the higher the lower strata are
raised the higher the elevation of the
whites,

——= — e -

It is very ensy to estimate the value
of Henry Clay Evans's “savings” to the
Treasury. Fvery time he embitters some
poor old veteran, or veteran's widow's de-
clining years by deuying bis or her pen-
sion he saves on un average $108.28 n
Year, or a triffle over $2 a week, Think
of how much miszery the deprivation of
that small amount inflicts,

Tue German tariff is not the first step
fo a general European combination
agninst this country, for the reason that
it hits the Russian and Aostrian grain
markets hanler than our own, if any-
thing, There pever will be a European
ecombination ageinst us, for the reason
that every one of them have troubles of
their own, and they sre going to make
the best terms possible with vs, as with
each other.
been attempled too often, and too often
disastrously failed to be worth while wor-
R¥ing gver

T

lof the

: S { roll, until sune one died and mude
something like 230,000 from the estutle of |

| nury
; Year,
G Britain’ | ciense to the rolls during his four years
: : .-‘c-.ml ritain's | e poy 44021,
Bouth Africun war is costing ber §1,000,- |
| resaited
24 Boers captured. As a|
1

| widows on the rolls than there were when
| he took churge,

lin the great diserimination of the a

wlites are predestined to be the|

The “Euarepean coucert™ Lins |

THE COMMISISIONER'S REPORT.
Mr. Evans hns furnished to the press
the following:

Commissioner of Pensions Evans has
prepared a statement showing the opers-
tions in principal features of the Pension
Burcan during the last fiscal yeor as com-
pared with formers years.  Most of the
data will be embodied in his anawl e
port, and the slatement prepared  for
the wse of the Nutional Escimpient of
the 4. A. 1., which will be held before
the report is rendy.

It shiows that the number of pensioners
on the molls June 30 last were 15,335, a
not ganin of 4200 over last year. "Lhe total
et loss to the roll doring the year was
42,586, which includes 38153 by death,
853 by remarriage, 1,682 by minors reach-

is

pension, and 1460 from other capses.
COn tive table show's that the mll for
the ¥ “hizh-water
mark” in the history of the 'snsion Bu-
reny, the npext  highest  having  been
redched in ISOS,  OfF the gains to the rolls
duriag the year 3,840 were from the war
with Spain.  The losses include two from
the ftevolution, 215 from the War of i81Z,
825 from the war with Mexico, amd 5
from the Indinp wars.
roll since 1898 were 13,334 widows of the
civil war and 5,604 from the
war; total, 18,938, The net gain to the
rolls in the four years was -LO21

GENEROSITY IN BOUNTY TO WIDOWSH.

Pensions granted to widows nnder the
act of June 27, 1SN, during the year nom-
bered 16,0610, or nearly 4,50 in excess of
those granted the provious soar.

The pensioners on the rolls nre classi-
fied as follows: Survivors, S653;. inva-
lids, T30.994; widows, 240,08 The
comprise 13,124 widows and the 8655

i just elosed i the

-

survivors on nccount of ohl wars Ill’T\lri

to 186G1: 297.970 invalids and 85,802 on
account of zemeral laws, disability of
servire origin, mostly civil war; 458,114
invalids and 145,111 widows on
of the June, I8, net, ¢
not due to service; 60 army nurses and
3555 invalids and 2049 wulows on ac-
count of the war with Spain.

The total smount paid to pensioners st
first payment on the allowsnee of their
clnim  during 1901 was $9.934.764, or
106,238 more than the first p ents
during 1900, This amount represents the
darrenrs of pension aggregating G675 claims
allowed to an average of nearly $1,500
ench.

The fees paid to attorneys amonpted to
8591.245, an incrense of almost $74,06N0),
due to the Spanish war. At least 100,000
fical examinations held during
resulted  unfavorably to the
The amount paid to pension-
5 . | law during the vear
as S67.867.253, a decrease of $1,7M,253
from the asmonnt paid Iast year.

HEAYVY PENSIONS THE PRESENT YEAR,

It is believed that during the fiscal year

lof 1902 the payments under the general

law will be exceeded by those to pension-
ers under the act of 158 The Spanish
war pensicuers received $1,175.225, an in-
crease over Inst year of $842.320, and the
peusioners under the aet of 15N, as
amended May 6, 1900, received S66973,-
481, an iocrease over last year of $l,-
207,402,

During the last 30 years the survivors

of the War of 1812 and their widows
hese received $H51.G48; Mexican war,
£30.201,157. and Indian wars, §5, 402004,
The total dishursements for pensons from
July 1, 1780, to June 30 of this year
ngpregate SZT63,350,053. There were
45,860 claimants for pension during the
ear.
. The pension rolls  still contain the
names of one survivor and 1,527 widows
on account of the War of 1812; 1086 sur-
vivors and 3,470 widows on aceouut of
Indinn wars, and 7588 survivors and
8100 widows on account of the Mexican
war. The Bureao issued 100,668 certif-
cutes of nll classes during the year, 44,-
229 being for original pension. The nom-
ber of elaims pending Joly 1 jast was
403,569, The statement gives the fol-
lowing amounts of money paid pensioners
under different Administrations:

PAYMENTS DURING ADMINISTREATIONS,

President Grant's first term.$1 209
Average r year ......
President Grant’s second t'm 11 .
Averagre per year . 28, 0UN N3Y
President Hayes's Adminis-
tration .
Average per year ...
President Garfield’'s Adminis-
tration
Average per year
Pregident Cleveland's
O oy seanisme
Averhge per year
President Harrizon's
istration
ATCTUEE POr FEAT ..v:vees
President Cleveland's second
ferm
Avernge per ye
President MeKinley's
7oy T, P =

Average per year ...

first

. 5400160
Admin-

H1D.T07.726
: 20,926,931
55T.0950,407
esess 150 A87,602
first

60,000,547

The first thing that strikes one in read-
ing this is that the veternns of the rebel-
lion arve not given the Lenefits of thix in-
cerease of 4,208 on the pension roll. Near
Iy the whole went to the survivors—and

nearly all survive—of the Spanish
They got 3,849 of the towal of
4,208, or over 9 per cent. of the gain.

This, too, while the veterans sre old,
and at the critical periods of their lives,
while the Spanish war survivors and their
widows are all voung, with the greater
pert of their lives vet before them.

The pext thought is that with all !hP51-|

hundreds ¢-f' thousands of unudjudicated
cares on file, with the claimants all past

'the meridian of life, and constantly grow- |

with what irom
the tab on the
admitted to the
a place
for him. Even including this extroordi-
increase of 4206 during the past
AMr., Evaus has allowed a npet in-

ing older sud npeedier,
vigidity has been kept
graveyard, and no ope

As the Spanish wnr was
fought in the meantime, and hus so far
in 5,004 addiriops, there are

ally fewer Union veterans and their

This, too, at a time when the rapidly
increasing ipfirmities of the Unioy wvet-

‘on lernns demauded & Jarge expausion of the
| roll.
From the way they are speaking of him |

This fact is again brovght oot strongly
mount
paid pensioners under the old law for dis-
ubilities of service origin, In the very

{nature of things these invalids most grow | orde
| :

rieedier every year, with an increase their
| ratings required by their increasing disa-
bilities. Yet the payments to this clnss
| diminisbhed $1,720,253 last year,

The fees paid pension attorpers last
| yenr ageregated $581,245, and was cer-
| tainly the lLarde od money paid any
attorneys in the country,

There were over 100,000 elnimants re-
jeeted on medical grounds, which sutl-
ciently explains the ghastly farce of pro-
upuncing every week 2000 men past O,
and who have undergone the most terri-
ble compaigus as “not Incapacitated for
the performance of manual labor.” Was
theve ever anything more absurd!

The comparisons of the pensions ex-
penditures  under different Administea-
tious are very ioteresting, but they recall
fucts that the Cowmissiouer did not in-
tend.

Under the Administrations of Grant,
Huyes and Garfield ‘the veterans of the
war of the rebellion were
men., They bad the youthful vigor which
could for the time overcome the straing
upon their physiques made by their ter-
rible campuigns. They had youthful
{pride, which would not let them admit
{that they, who-hnd done suel wonderfu!
things in the field, were not physicsily
equal to anything in civil lite,

Still more, the country was then groan-
ing under the euvrmous debt due the bend-

The gains to the |

Spanish |

305,656,662 |

140,000,137 |

still young |

'haldem. and it was their patriotic duty
to in every way help the Treasary pay

nn average of about 20 000K o year |

in gold, which it had to raise for principal
|and interest. To do everything possible
to assist the country out of this morass
of debt secmisd to those ])il]l];l’“:—hii'“l‘li
young men ng much of a daty as to fight
the b s in the teld. So all thought
of pension was discouraged, except for
those who were so badly disabled as to
be in absolnte need,

By the time of Garfieli’s, Arthur’s and
il'll'H'l;Illll':-' Administrations age was be-
Il.‘iﬂ!litl_}: to tell on these men. The drafts
(drawn on  their physical yigor by the
|swamps of the Mississippi, the sands in
Charleston, the bleak Cuomber-
{lands, and the fathomless- mod of Vir-
| ginia were beginning to mature, and that
|relentless ereditor, Age, was pressing for
| pnyment. The strongest wills eonld uo
{longer overcome or concenl their growing
| disablements.  Besides, the conntry had,
| thanks to the heavy taxation which they
thad cheerfully endured, emerged from the
nenbus of debt.  Specie payments had
been resnmedd, the Treasury had been put
:'in a most healthfol condition, and the ex-
tinction of the National debt was in sight.

Then they who had so generously
Iiu-lj ¢d the bomdholders began to think
| that' something was due them who had
Ilurmu the heat and burden of that mo-
| mentous quarter of a century. They be-
in to ask the Government to remember

|
e
| B

L lits promises to them in its hour of need,

[mow that their hour of need had come.
Any one who retlects that men grow old
land become more

age advances, must understand and  ex-

{ pension  expenditures, which  will again
|suffer a rapid decline
| begin dying in great numbers, The latter
l]h riod has not yet arrived, and the coun-
{try should be deeply zrateful that it has
(not, and that so many of the heroes of
| the Nation's greatest days are still spared
| the country. As the Treasury saves an
|&t\'|:1'rl1,'|' of ouly $10S.2S a year by the
I«!valh of & peosioner, it is oot ereditable
to auy one to wish for a more sweepiig
mortulity among the veteraps than now
prevalls. An avierage of $2 a week is cer-
tainly not an extravagant price to pay to
|men who rendered the country such serv-
|ive.  Nobody outside of the Pension Bo-
|rean is anxious o econotnize as to sacri-
|fice a veteran to save an annual outlny
of $108.28,

-

A FOOL FRIESD,

The New York Journai is doing Admirsl
Schley the worst injury by putting him
up as a “Southerner” and o “Democrat,”
who is being attacked by Republicans to
prevent him being a Presidential possibil-
ity. As a matfer of fact, Schley is no
more & Southerner than any of the others
of that Pennsylvaunin German stock to
which he belongs, It wus by a mere acci-
dent that his forefathers, with the kecn
instinet for fine lands of “the Pennsylvania
Duteh"—drifted a few miles farther south
than did the most of the elan, and sottled
&t Frederick, Md. The whole of that
sturdy German stock—the stock to which
Barbara Frietchie belonged—were out-
spoken Unionists, and their solid, Ger-
man steadfastness was the holding ground
by which Marylund was safely anchored
in the Union. By marriage Schiey is af-
filinted with the Baltimore Secessionists,
but his blood relations are all radieal
Unionists of Central and Western Mary-
laud. What his more recent politics may
be & not definitely known, but in enrlier
life he was uncompromisingly Republiean,
| But none of this Las the slightest bearing
| Un

[

want their minds confused by it. There

are just two things that the Ameriean | gettle, easting occasional b

| people want the Court of Inguiry to de-
| velop:

1. Whether Schley nacted
| the campnign as nn American naval oificer
of high rank should have acted:

2. Whether there is a ring controlling
the Navy Department, which builds up
or tears down men, according to its own
:-r-II.'-‘h_wile:i, atd without regard to his
| deserving, or the interests of the public
HETViee,

It is a crime to obscure these pluin is-
sues, which the people are anxions to have
met, with auy appesls to politics or sec-
| tionulism,
| - -—
| Gex. MacAminur talks coolly, sersi-
|bly and bopefully about the conditious in
| the Philippines. He says that the coun-

try has been fearfully ravaged by war,
land there is dauger of the return of many
of the people to barbarism. But the
power of the cruel and murderons insar-
recto caste has been thoroughly broken.
The common people no longer fear tRem,
and can return to peaceful ways znd obe.
dience to the laws without fear of being
murdered ausd their property desteoyed.
The people want to become good, law-
ahiding citizens, and will do =0 aow. The
is proceeding  wisely, and
showing what a wvast improvement the
Aumetican rule is to the Spanish. It will
| b necessary to keep a consid=rable gar-
| rison in the islands for some years yet, ns
.mi;.;l-.l be expected, for a large part of
| the country never was really occupied by
| the Spaniards, and what they did o cupy
|was badly misgoverned. These cunlditions
sunnol be changed in a day or two.

1

|
| Commission

o :
May.-Gex. WanreNy Keivenr, who had
| the uunsual distinction of being w Major-
General in two wars, and who bad ex-
ptional opportunities for informution ut
| Santiugo, talks very coolly and sensibiy
|nbout the Schley matter, He says that
Schley bas made a mistake ia caling for
a court, since it will develop how little
he actually had to do with the battle. It
|was really a Coptains' fight. Admiral
Ib!-nmpsan hand given the Captains explicit
rs as to positions and what to do.
| No general order waus given after the bat-
Itle began, and g0 it wade wpo difference
| where Sampson was, Schley gave o or-
!aivr.u. except the famous one about the
(loops. With this exception the battle
went on  precisely as Sampgon had
plauned, with the addition of what every
Captain found necessary to do from mo-
ment o moment

| ow

=

Tne steel strike is a struggle between
two gigautic corporrtions—one seeking to
monopolize the steel production of the
cottutey, the other to monopolize certain
forms of skilled labor. If the labor union
were tot o proseriptive to American-
born toys who waot a chance to learn
highiy-paid trades, and so favorable to
the lwportation of skilled Izborers from
{abroad, the public wonll have more sym-
pathy with it

Jest what Vice-President oosevelt
imeant st Hutchison, Kan., when e
warned the veterans “not to envy a lite
of vase” we are unnble to wake out
from the telegraphle abstract of his
speech. The easy iife whick a veteran
lends on his pension of $2 a week is hard-
Iy calenlated Lo arouse nuy oue's envy,
And certainly these whom the Commiis-
pioner will not allow even this wuch do
uot lisd an casy life,

helpless and weedy as | husbhan® is yo,’

aceonnt | Pect that up to a certain period there |de Cunnel ter-morrer.

e 2 < | . . -t ) * Ko
ivil war disability | must and should be a rapid iperease in |[{1 SUSAT an salt.

the real ense, und the people do not | []"_-‘

|

|
{

throughout | o de 1st

| condone in any

On the March tothe Sea

Coyrighted. 1579, by the pablishiers of THE NATIONAL
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Great Need of- Meat in the Army-Pete and

€andy Draw Some ‘'Confederate Fresh

Pork "—Contrition at Deceiviug the Wlu-{l-m: whose size and

nel—-The Colonel's View of the Matter,

“Now, whar's yo' done bin all dis time,
yo' ole wagabon?' was Anunt Minerva
Ann's greeting to Uncle Epbranu, as fol-
lowing by I'atsy the Kionch, he wandered
down to her bailiwick, and she noticed
that he brought hey nothing to eat. “Bin
l.':li:n!;phuf round e conntry as usual,
temdin' 't ebberything but your nacheral
business ob tindin” pervizions fer we an
de Cunnel,  What yo' tink we lib on,
anyway? Eh? Dis cold, white rice? Dis
nasty, pusty whitewash stufr? \
Ho o more et an’ bone in hit dan dar is
in de white ob an nig, or n pig's lights,
See bow I'm pinin® away under hit, "ul

|

Dar kain't | bexonets jest behine de foreleg.

o' could stafl a pillar anywhar inside my |

dress.  An" de Cunnel's gittin® peakeder
vhery day, til yo' could wa'most shave
yourself wid his face. An’ yo' goes oif
damd stays days traipsin® “round de coun-
try, an' den comes in empty-handed, an’
spects me t° feed yo'. What sort ob a
anyway? Dar hain't nuf-
fin’ hyuh, not eben rice 'nuff fer me an’
Nutlin® but eoffee
Not a «peck ob meat

ob any kind.”
“For de Lawd's sake, den, gib me a cap

as the pensioners (oh coffee, anyway, 'Nervy, for I's a‘most

dnid, s0o 1 An" one fer dis boy,
Lyah."

“Who dat brat?’ asked Aunt Minerva
Ann, viewing 'atsy the Kinch with se-
vere disapproval. Unecle Ephraim  had
hoped that she would teke to him on sight
us rupturously as she had done to 1'ete,
but physicaily capacious ns Aont Minerva
Aun's bosom seomed to be, there was no
oo in it for but one love.

“Dat boy,” explained Uncle Ephraim,
in tones of adwiration, intended to move
Aunt  Minerva's heart, “is atsy the
Kinch, one ob de finest hoys in de whaole
worl, He belongs in Fort MceAllister,
but he piloted us froo de rebel lines, an'
done sabed my lire."

“IMuli, not a great denl duat,” granted
Aunt Minerva Ann, determined pot to
way the mortal offense
of failure to brisg in something to eat.
“Levtle good shbin' de life ob & man what
hain’t gamption "'nud t' find sumfin t" eat.
Take him away. Doen't want no rebel
brats hangin® "ronond headguarters.”

“HBut, ‘Nervy,” pleaded [Uncle Ephraim,
“jes” b us a cup of coffeé. I's a'most
daid, 1 done tells yo'l"

“Your own fault, den,” snapped Aunt
Minerva. *"Kase ob your fool projeckin®
‘roun’ de country, 'stid ob "tendin’ t* your
business, Where leetle Pete?”

“Here T am, Aunty,” exclaimed Pete,
running uf to be folded to her ample
hosom. *“Had an awful time, Thought
I was never going to see you again sev-
eral times.” °

“Id yo', yo' pore honey,” exclaimed
Minerva Ann, 'with her eyes full of tears.
“Well, I's bin savin' sumfin {0’ yo' t' eat,
fearin’'s yo'd done éfome in hongry. Set
down, an’ I'll git it'for yo', nn' make yo
some coffee, Tl make some for yo', too,
Eph, yo' ole lonfer, though 3o don't de-
sarve hit.,"”

In spite of 'the meagerress of the ra-
tinns at headqnarters, Aunt Minerva Ann
hnd Inid by some tit-bits for Pete, and no
hunger of Ler own would indace her to
touech them.

Pete was cute enbugh to perceive that
there was a domesfic storm, with Uncle
Fiphraim out in the rain, and while Aunt
Minerva Ann's back was turned, super-
intending the boiling of the e, he slily
divided his stock of “goodies™ with Uncle
Ephraim,” who at once divided with Patsy

Kinch.,

‘Not o speck ob meat
grumbled Aunt Minerva

nm.

in de camp,”
Ann, over the
aleful looks at
Unele Ephraim, “only de griddle-greaser,
an” 1 has t" lend dat t' de Mis' Whif-
fletree, de lady w'at cooks fer de Cunnel
Ostkosh. D¢ woman w'at

E«-..’l‘-. fer de Captain wanted t' borry hit,

I

but I done tale ber hit wuz n Cunpel's
greaser, and couldn’t go no lower dan a
Major, by no means. A great big coun-
try, big as de worl’, an’ a lazy, good-fer-
nothin® uigger, w'at kin eat a shoulder
ob fresh pork at a meal, when somebody
¢lse provides hit, say he can't find no
meat, Fet hig wife an’ Cunnel starve fer
meit, an' purtend he can’'t find none—
ot shont, nur 4 chicken, nur a tu'key
in hundreds ob miles, I s'pose. What'd de
folks Lib on’ roun’ hyah—tell me dat?”

“Anuty, we jnst had the greatest time
sou ever heard of," said Pete, tryjog to
lighten the atmosphere, as he sipped his
coffee and munched his food., Unele Eph-
rnim and Patxy, in order to conceal that
they were enting, turned their backs upon
the irate dame of the Colonel's kitchen.
“We've hin clear down to the sen, and
out on it"—-o

“An' seed turkles big's a haystack, sun-
fish broad as a bed-kivver, an” snakes big-
ger an' longer'n ary grape-vise yo' ebber
soed,” broke in Uncle Eplraim, unable to
contain himself.

“Shet up, Eph, sube yer bref fer eoolin'
yer coffee,” snapped Lis spouse. “Yo' al-
lux was an onaccountable linr "bout what
vo'd dope seed.” Then to Pete: “My!
honey boy! why did you go out "mong
dem orful tings? Why don't yo' stay
wid de Cunnel, an’ be safe? Wozzent yo
powerfully skeered?”

“Um—um—a little hit,” admitted Pete.

“l was wuss skeered dan 1 ebber was
in all my born duays,” said Uncle Eph-
raim. *“I jes' tought ole Satan wugz hab-
bin' u circus parade ob all his managerie,
L’ 1ri<-k‘uut de one be was a-gwine t' feed
e to."

“Ob course yo' was"” retorted
Mincrva  Ann, scornfully. *“Yeo'd
jump when yo' hear an owl hoot.”

“An' one ob dem did bite Pete, an’
turned him all bluck ns your shoe.”

“0, laws-a-massy, bress my soul, yo'
don't say so?' screamed the negress.
"\\’la:}r, Pete? Le'me see de place at
onet.”

“No; '"twasn't nothing,” =aid Pete,
shame-facedly, and to change the conver-
sation relsted, "and some bushwhackers
cought Uncle Ephraim, and was about to
lick him to death it be wouldn't tell
where we was, but Uncle Eph stood it
like & man, and gave ‘em the frosty turn-
down. We jumped in and took him away
from "em."” '

“Jes' like Eph to go moseyin' 'round,
not watchin® out fer nothin®,” commented
Aunt Minerva Ann, little interested in the
incident. *If he had 'a' tld, I'd ‘a’
skinned  him  worse'n  they'uns  Wwuz
a-gwineter.

Aunt
nlluz

I'll skin him anway, it he
don’t find some meat. But le' me see de
place whar dat orful t'ing done bit yo,
Im:m{."

“Why in de world don't youze git dat
wenuch some ment?’ asked Patsy, as they
walked away, after finishing their coffee.

“Whar in creation, I'd like ' know,"”
grumbled Unecle Ephraim, “kin 1 git any
meat? Mout as well hunt fer de grace
ob God "'mong de rebels as fur meat whar
dur gin't none, ay’ a hundred t'ousand
men lookin' fur bit. A pig or a chicken
dot’d lib 'round hyeh a day would hab
t* eider fiy higher dan a tw'key-buzzard
or run faster'n a bullet,”

“Diere’s jist plenty o meat here if
youze'll only” go fur it," answered Potsy.
“Weze allers had plenty at de fort, such
as it was, and it was good enough when
youze couldn't git no other, which was
most o' the time. It was better'n de ment
dez issued to weze. kin git youze all
de fresh Confederit pork youze want to
cat.”

“You ean?" said Pete, engerly. Let's
ko for it at once. I'd sell my shoes to
ret Aunty some fresh pork.'

“Well, cully, sherry down to enmp, nnd
tip youze pardner, Sandy, to come up wid
Lis gun, and weze'll pad de hoof right
over to de Confederit commissary, and
draw all de steaks, cutlets and chops dat
wench wants,"

“Can't we git enoogh for Serg't Klegs,

|
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IPatsy oy

and the rest o' the boys?" nsked Pete,
starting. “They're very hungry, too.”

“Let's git some fer de wench fust,™
snid Putsy, cantionsly, “She’s bedfin®
most "hout meat. Den weze'll see "bout
de udders,”™

I'ete and Sundy came back with their
guns,

“UClap de frog-stickers on,” commanded
Patsy, ns he led the way to n swamp.
“Iring a butcher-knife wid Youze, Uncle
Ephraim.”

'ete and Sandy looked a little startled
at these preparations, but they
proud to ask quiStions or hesitate.

“Ihs here's de Confedrit Commissary,”
said Patsy, after they had threaded thelr
way some distance into the swamp, *It's
jest tull o ment, an’ I'll show how dey
dreaw it down at de fort.”

He cut n stout pole, and began looking
for alligator-holes.  He presently came to
appearancee  suited
him, ealled Unele Ephraim to his side,
and gave these directions to Sandy and
‘ole;

“Ivre's a Confedrit pig in dere, an’
weze a-goin’ to hanl him out. He's a little
difrunt from his brudder dat runs t'rong
de woods, Fe’s not so thin, an’ he's got

n bigger jaw an’ tail, an' lots more ,m.m:jnst as bad, if we'd never seen 'em be- | think it is the

on him. When I poke dis stick down he’ll
grab it, an’ Uncle Epheaim "Il pull him
ont. When he comes out, keep clear o°
his tail, fer he kin hit an awful swipe
wid it, an’ look out to job him wid yer
It youre
hit him right youze'll settle him to-wunst.
But youze got to be spry an’ cool at dJde
sume time,”"

“T thintk I can ring the bell" said
Sandy, warming up to the scheme, angd
pot wanting to appear inferior to the New
York boy! “Le' me get on this side; Pote,
nud you take the otber. The left's near-
est the heart. Then if I miss you can
prod him. Now, don't get rattled.”

“Whu's zoing to get rattled?” indig-
nantly inquired Pete, “I'm no more like-
L_\' te lose my nerve than you, Mr.
Smarty."

Pete's manner did  not  support his
waords, for lie was a little shaken by his
experience with the fauna of this region.
'nele Ephraim looked very rueful that he
had come along, but it would pever do to
buek out now, before the hovs,

Patsy throst the nole into the hole, and
felt the jaws grasp it vicionsly., He called

“I'LL

FOOLIN' ME

oii Unele Ephraim, and the negro's strong
arms dragged to the surface a lively young
ulligator, who showed such resentment at
being disturbed that Unele Ephraim took
vefuge on a high cyprus knee.

Pete, forgetfnl of Patsy’s instructions,
regarded the savagely-swishing tail as the
point of assault, and began frantic but
futile attempts to bayouet it. Sandy, af-
ter one soceessful thrust, got his range,
and suceeeded in landing his poiot in the
\-:ml spot, and the alligator gave up the
ghiost.

“Jee-whiz, he's a2 dandy youngster,”
snid Patsy, regarding the result with set-
isfnetion.

“Yes, we've got him,” said Sandy, wip-
ing off his bayonet with some leaves.
“But whet's be good for?"

“Good for? echoed DPatsy. “Dere's
more meat on him dan a razor-
banek hog, an’ it's & heap better chawin®
an’ fillin°. Take yer whittie, dere, Uncle,
#n’ rip open his bread-basket, nn' take off
his hide."

Unele Ephraim descended slowly from
his perch of safety, eautiously approached
the alligator, made sure thnt he was
renlly dead, by giving the ecarcass a kick,
and then torned it on its back,

“Skin him jest like youse would a calf,”
dirvected atsy.

Thiz Uncle Ephraim understood. He
made a long slit down the breast and
Lelly, others for each of the legs, and the
skin cnme off as readily as would a cow’s.

“He do look like a pig,”" remarked
Uncle Bphraim, surveying the carcass,
after the repulsive bead, skin, paws and
tail had been removed.

“Jest as good pork as youze ever et,”
=uid Patsy. “Heap better'n dese alligator
hogs dat runs in de woods, Dere haln't
=0 mueh diffronee betwixt one dat paddles
in de swamps an’+de one dat gallops over
de sand. Both live on snakes, fish an’
sich truck. T likes de swamp feller bet-
ter. He's fatter an’ tenderer.”

“AMy, how he smells of musk!” ejaca-
Inted Pete.

“Diey all does, an" so does de rnzor-back
hog. But yonze don't have to eat de
smell. Dat goes off in de air.”

If Uncle Ephraim had any scruples
they quickly vanished at the sight of the
tempting fresh meat, and he soon carved
the enreass into very presentable shoul-
ders, hams, spare-ribs, ete,

“Dar's suttinly a mouty nice-looking lot
ob fresh mest for de ole woman,” he re-
marked, contemplating the resuit, as it
lay spread out on the clean, shining mag-
nolin lemves. “Dat suttinly orter satisfy
her, an' nlog her tongue. Le's tote hit
right up t' her. Don't say nuffin, "bout
whar we done got hit. "Nervy's de hest
ole woman in de worl’, bat she's got some
‘euliar notions, an' yo' nebber know jes'
whar she's a-gwine t' break out.”

Aunt Minerva Anm's dark brow cleared
up, as she saw them stringing along to-
ward her, headed by Uncle Ephraim, and
each bearing in his hand pieces of meat
lying on the dark-green leaves.

“Dene tole yo' dar was plenty ob meat
in de country,” she remarked, “if you'd
only stir yourself an’ look fer hit. What
yo' got dar?"

“Oonfedrit fresh pork,” remarked Uncle
Ephraim, laying his share down.

“Laws-a-massy, what nice meat!” she
exclnimed, delighted. “But what a queer
smell hit has"

“All de hogs "round hyah smells dat-a-
way—smells ob musk—sumtin® dat dey
ecats,” answered Uncle Ephraim. “Rechl-
leck how our hogs useter smell ob hick-
ory-nuts an' punkins in de Fall?

“Probably these 've hin livin® on musk-
melong,” suggested Pete,

“1 must hurry up an’ cook some ob dis
fer de Cunnel, afore I eat any myself,
thongh I's awful hongry fer ment,” said
Aunt Minerva  Ann, enthusiastically.
“Pore man, he's jes' starvin'.”

Unele Ephraim went over to the head-
quarters stables, to see how his subsatitute
had been taking eare of the Colonal's
horses, toking P'ntsy with him, and was
soon absorbed in rating his underling for
his shorteomings, and in repairing them,
down on some rice straw, and
was soun sleeping the sleep of youth and
[atigie.

“Now, what devilment have yon young-
stors beee up to?” remarked Shorty, as
Pete and Sawdy enme slipping back and
quiietly replonced their guns in the stack.
“You levk so mild and gquiet that I'm

were too |@

IREAK EBERY BONE IN DAT WUFLESS OLE EPH'S KARKISS FER

sture you've been at something that rnuf
oughtn’t. Over there by the fire you'll
find some rice and sweet potatoes we've
saved for vou, "Tain’t much, but it's
|the best that can be done now. After
Iyou eat it you'd better lny down with the
irest and get some sleep. You soed it bad,
las we all do. The Sergeant’s bin asleep
for an hour. So've 1, until I woke up to
wonpder what'd become of you. I'm go-
ing to Iny Jdown agnin, and have my sieep
ormt. Yon do the same.”
Shorty stretehed hinsel? on his blanket,
4 ¥on  Sharing.
1 wonder if alligator meat is
god meat? Pete l'.}li-G[-q'{l‘l]. as
| they devonred their rations in a silence
Ithat showed that both had something on
their minds besides the adventures thes
| had just been throogh. |
puess " answered Sandy, hesi
| tntingiy, showing the doubts in his own|
mind® “Patsy the Kinch says it is. He|
lought to know. \Why shoulin’t it be?"
P “Don’t know, atsy ain't just our
| kind, son know. And, then, slligators
|look so  horrible.” |
| *That's hecaunse we ain't nsed to them,” |
| answered Sandy, trying to persuade him-
Iself. *“These alligator hogs would look

| fore.”

“Do you really think
asked Pete.

They ate along slowly and silently for
some mivutes, with each doing much
| thinking. Presently Pete broke silence: |
“Sandy, do yon think it was just the!
iright thing to palm off that alligator meat |
on Aunt Minerva Ann and—the—the
Colonel for fresh pork?'

“Aunt Minerva Ann was nearly starved
| for fresh meat,” answered Sundy, trying
to stifle his own conscience. |

“1 kpow, but she wanted real pork, or|
chickens, or something.” |

“Patsy said if was ail right—what

they would ¥ !

they'd hin eating down at the fort.”
“I tell you aguin, Patsy ain't oor kind

4

DAT-AWAY.”

—the rebels ain't our kind,” almost blub-
bered Pete.
we and you wouldn't, And we shouldn’t

more especially to the Colonel. Thiuk of
pluying off on the Colonell™

“We dido't tell no lie,” said Sandy,
feebly,

“No; but we acted It, which Is worse.
Think of what Aunt Minerva, Aon and
|the Colonel will think when they find it
ou“‘l

“They may never find it out.”

“But they will—they will. They can't
help i, groaned Pete. *“And ;
was nothing wrong about it, why did we
both sneak back to the company and say
nothing? Why didn't we bring some of
the meat back to the boys, and tell where
we'd got it, which we wounld 've done
if it'd bin all right, and we'd just stole

more, Pete,” said

it?”

“Don’t ray an_nhiuﬁ
the badly-disturbed andy. “Let's lay
down and take a snooze, and think it
over.”

They fell into a troubled doze, from
which Pete woke with a yell that startled
the others into wakefulness, e had
drenmed that the Colonel had - changed
into an immense alligator, with big, duil,
fierce green eyes, who was tearing him
lunb from limb, while Aunt Minerva Ann
stood by and looked on approvingly. He
was 20 broken up and blubbering that Sl
and Shorty had to turn to Sandy for an
explanation, which was given with the
look and accent of confessing n murder.

Si and Shorty looked grave as they
listened to the story.

“There's nothing to do but go right up

to headjuarters and make a clean breast
of 4t,” said Si. Come on, Shorty; come
on, Pete and Sandy."
_ They found the Colonel and Adjutant
just rising from a hearty_ dinner, while
Aunt Minerva Ann, beaming with satis-
frction, nibbled at fragments of the
feast, ns she cleared away the things.

“I declare, Adjutant,” said the Colonel,
produs’ng a gold toothpick, “though that
mest was quite rank"—

“Outranks you, Colonel,” said the Ad-
jutant, reproducing a usual army joke.

“Yes; outranks me, or even the Major-
General commanding the corps,” accepted
the Colonel; “yet it was fresher even than
you are (and the Colonel made a poke at|
the Adjutant’s ribs). Yet, I don't know
when I've ever enjoyed a meal more.”

“That musky flavor was very peculiar,
and very strong,'" remarked the Adjutant.
“It must come from something that the
pigs eat down here. I suppose that
there's some plant_which produces pusk
that they're fond of. tell you what,
Colonel, we've got the best foragers in
the 200th Ind. that there is in the whole
army. Think of their finding fresh pork,
und lots of it, In the midst of this ocean
of hungry men!” |

“It's simply wonderful,” answered the
Colonel. *“If it was not for losing the!
best scouts and fghting men from the
regiment, I'd move everything to have
Sergt’ Iilqg made Commissery of Sub-
sistence . for the corps, with his squad
a8 his assistants.'

“Never do in the world to lose them |
from the regiment,” answered the Adju-
taut, shuddering at the thooght. “Hut
here he comes, with his partner, walking
us If they were going to a funeral. Poor|
fellows, how tired they must be. That|
last trip of theirs was enough to wear out |
iron men. Hello, Sergeant, what are you
doing up?- Your orders were to sleep and
rest for the next 48 hours,”

“Colonel,” said Si, as they ali saluted
with the otmost gravity, and with the
look und aceent of delivering the boyw
rver to instant exccution, “these thounght-
less little brats here (indicating Sandy
and Pete with a solemn wave of his

| ammnsidd interest.

-*He'd do lots o' things that |

‘'ve told no lie to Aunt Minerva Aun, and |

if there [

tared, who told ‘em he would take ‘em
ta the Confedrit commissary, where they
could draw plenty of Confedrit fresh pork,
they went out into the swamp, and with-
wut thinking at the time what it afl weast
thwy enught and killed a soung alhgator,
skiuned _him and laonght  the meat 1o
Aunt Minerva Ann, there, 1o cook. They
didn't say vothin® to ns when they came
hack, but directly they begun to think st

Pete
trollable

i

al

broke down into o, incon-
Mobber, while
somition of facing the i

“Alligator meat™ ju-
ts beginning to grow white gbout the
siil

“'Gutor meat’” sereeched Aunt Miner-
va Ann, making a beolt for the back of
the camp, where she was soon heard, ap-
parently trying to throw up the soles of
her substantial arnny brogaos,

"Alligator flesh?” said the Colonel, with
“I'm s giad of it. I've
just been reading Do Challu’s travels i
Africa, and he tells ns how mnch he en-
juyed, when he was hungry, euting alli-,
sutor steaks and cutlets. 've thought
I'd like to try them my=elf. Why not?
Turtle i8 very gowl eating. Gourmduts
Iwst that can be found.
Alligators must be very like them. The
live the same way, and on ]m*l({ mu
the same things. Here, Aunt Miperva
let’s see some of that meat”

Aunt Minerva Aun's retching stopped
at the s=ound of the Colonel’'s voice, and
the Adjutunt’s fave resumed its usaal
l"]“r‘

“As pice lwking ment as [ ever saw,”
said the Colonel, examining some of the
went. very inuch like turtle

K
“Confederate  pork”" said the Adju-
tant. “Well, that is a good joke. Let's
pluy it on some of the other fellows, It's
ton good to keep to ourselves. Sergeant,
| keep this muin as the grave, and as soon
ras you get rested go out into the swamp
nmid kill a young, fat alligator™——

“Aund I'll send a mess of Confederats
fresh pork up to the General, with wy
| complimoents, as an exhilation of the en-
| terprise of my foragers,”” suid the Colonel,
vatching on.

“I'll break ebery bone in dat wufless
lole Eph's karkiss fer foolin' me data-
| way,” grumbiled up. Aunt Minerva Ann,
| picking up the stout peker, and glaring
laround for her husband. *1 done wondeg
whar he is?"

“('un you tell me where I'll find Gen.
| Toward's beadguarters? n<ked a very
tired and muddy eavalryman, riding =
very muddy horse that looked |--;:d: to
drop with  fatigue. *“Ab, Colonel,™ he
continued, saloting: “excuse me. 1 didn't
Seg yulur straps at first. Since yuu'h a
Colonel 'm at liberty to say to you that
we have succeeded in communicating with
our ships in the sound, abd informing
them of the army's presence.”

(), go chase vourself with your stale
news,” burst out Shorty, in his gladuess
to have Pete out of the scrape. “The
Colonel’s had his own men down to the
ships, long ago. Go off and hunt botrer-
milk and chirkens. That's all rou caval-
rymen are good for. The 200tk Injianny
can beat you every day in the wevk find-
ing ships. Tell us abont the erncifixion,
or the firing on Fort Suomter, or some-
thing that you know something about,”
{To be continved.)
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SoME officizl, with a desire to advertise
himself, proposes to seize the late Capt.
Howgnte's life insurance, and turn it into
the Government Treasury in satisfaction
of that much of the Captain's defalcationa.
It happens that this policy was kept mp
by his devoted daughter, from her salary
as clerk, and it therefore represents ney
little savings. How far Capt. Howgate,
who was a gallant soldler by the way,
wasz made a scapegoat for the others, we
shnll not say. We shall admit that he
deserved all his punishment. But the
Government had its Innimgs with him,
while he was alive, and it is excesdingly
small business tv now follow up his dangh-
ter and try to rob her.

THERE is a side to Mrs. Carrie Nation
that should be spared jeers. She is 55
yvears old, and, as we all know, a vety
lively woman for her age. She has been
married for 25 years to & man now T3
years old, and who seems to have always
bieen prettly badly blasted by the drouth,
for she has supported him most of the
time. She Is just womanly enough to
cling to him for his very worthlessness,
‘and proposed to go on supporting him un-
til his death. It gave her somecthing to
live for and an outlet for her feminine
tenderness. Now he wrings her heart by
applying for & divorce,

Tie beaver promises to become the Ne=
tional emblem of Canada, and they are
proposing to coin a $10 piece, to be called
the “royal beaver;” a $5 piece, to be
called the “beaver,” and a $2.50 piece, te
be ealled the “half-beaver.” The “beaver”
will take the place of the Euglish “sew
ereign,” or pound sterling. Let them
have the beaver. We never did think
much of a beast so =tupid as to go on
gnawing trees down with his teeth in this
age of portable saw-mills.

Gov. OpELL has been giving Chataugua
a fresh breath of common sense. He told
the attendance that it was wrong to speak
of politics as degrading. Puolitics must
necessarily be just as good as the peopls,
for the Government was theirs and was
precisely what they made it. If a bad
{man was elected to office it was the fault
of every man in the community, and partl-
| eulurly of those who stayed anwny from
the polls. -

SoueTiars, when a sound, clear-headed
lnwyer like Assistant Seeretary Campbell
pricks Evans's flatulency with the keen
point of logic the result is humorous. For
example, the decision elsewhere given,
where Evans refused a pension to some
soldier’'s minor children, on the ground
that tie mother had remarrvied, AMr. Camp-
bell points out that they were children
of their father, alzo, and inherited some
rights from him, which were independent
of their mother’s action.

Mgr. Wixtees, the highly skilled artist
who got nway with $320,000 of United
States gold, is an illustration of an old
and wellknown rule with eriminsle.  No
watter how much cunning they dispiny in
the planniog and execution of their crime,
it seems to desert them in the moment of
stecess. Winters showed phenomenal
ability in the planning and exceution of
his scheme, but as soon as the gzold was
gunk in the bay he became as putts in the
hands of the detectives,

WE certninly made mistakes enonszh in
the war of the rehellion, but never so
many #s the British bhave made in their
Sonth African serape, But we dill not
repeat onr mistakes, and we quickly
worked out onr incompetents, and put
men to the front who were “onto the
job," which the British seem incapable
of doing.

e
IT oxLY took one cargo of Brazilian

hand) are the best boys in the world, but
Hhey will get Into more tronble in a min-
ute thap a grown man will get 'em out
of in a month." I
“Boys will be boys,” said the Colonel |
“Recollect that you were a boy once your-
self, Sergeant.”

“They found Aunt Minerra Ann bW,
coutinued Si, determined to have the
whole sad truth out at once, “complaining
about not being able to get any fresh
ment—that you and she were starving for
Inck of it. Being moved and instigated
by the devil, and that little imp of a New
York boy, from the fort, that we cap-

-

eaffee to econvinee the Porto Ricans that
they don't want the Constitution to fol-
low the flag. “Uniform dutiés and taxes™
are all very well, when they are very well,
but there are times when they are not,
and free Drazilian coffee is one of them.

e

As England has spent §$3.000,000 among
the Missouri and Kaensas farmers for
mitles und horses, it would look as If
Webster Davis made a mistake in choos-
ing sides,




